
With the rapid growth of the creator economy, the Inland Revenue 
Board of Malaysia (“IRBM”) has issued the Guidelines on the Tax 
Treatment of Income Derived by Social Media Influencers on 14 
January 2026, providing clearer guidance on how income arising 
from influencer activities is treated for income tax purposes.

Income earned through social media cannot be overlooked simply 
because it is received through digital platforms, paid by overseas 
companies, or provided in non-cash form. From platform monetisa-
tion and brand sponsorships to promotional fees, free products and 
other benefits, influencers may have income tax obligations that 
extend well beyond their cash receipts.

This Tax Newsletter highlights the key tax considerations under the 
Guidelines.

Who Is a Social Media Influencer for Tax Purposes?

Under the Guidelines, an individual may be regarded as a social 
media influencer if they use their influence, knowledge, position or 
relationship with users to influence others through social or digital 
media. In simple terms, the Guidelines may apply to individuals who 
use social media to create content, promote products or services, or 
generate income through their online influence.

Influencer activities may include:
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Making Money Online?            
Your Income May Be Taxable.

 Influencer income is 
taxable under Section 
4(a) of the ITA, whether 
received in cash or in 
kind, and whether from 
local or overseas 
platforms.

https://www.instagram.com/shinewingtyteoh/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC6IEzstNfkjj2_438lkWUYg?view_as=subscriber
https://www.linkedin.com/company/shinewingtyteoh/
https://www.facebook.com/ShineWingTYTeohLLP/
https://x.com/ShineWingTYTeoh
https://shinewingtyteoh.com/
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Creating content
producing, recording, publishing, 
uploading or displaying written, 
audio or video content.

Making appearances 
participating in programmes, activities 
or events through social media.

Promoting products or services 
advertising, endorsing or marketing 
products or services online.

Receiving income or benefits 
earning money or receiving gifts, 
products, services or other benefits 
from social media activities.

The Guidelines recognise two broad categories of social media influencers:

Artistes, athletes, professionals, students, 
homemakers and other content creators

Animated or cartoon characters; film or 
drama characters; logos, symbols; or 
names associated with an organisation or 
company

(Eg; Upin & Ipin and BoBoiBoy)

Individual Influencer

Object-Based Influencer

Income earned by individual influencers is 
generally treated as business or professional 
income under Section 4(a) of the ITA. This 
applies whether the income is earned under a 
formal contract or an informal arrangement.

The account or character owner receiving the 
income is generally subject to tax.

If the copyright owner and account owner are 
different, the tax applies to the party that 
ultimately receives the income.

Tax TreatmentExamplesCategory



Payments based on views, likes, followers, advertisements, subscriptions and clicksSocial Media Monetisation

Sponsorship, endorsement, promotional and campaign feesBrand Collaborations

Merchandise and other products sold through social mediaSale of Products

Royalties from characters or content used on social mediaRoyalties

Free products, services, vouchers, discounts and other benefitsNon-Cash Benefits

Sale or transfer of social media accounts or IDsSale of Social Media 
Accounts

Payments received from foreign social media platformsIncome from Overseas 
Platforms

Promotional work carried out overseas as part of the influencer's Malaysian professionOverseas Promotional 
Activities

ExamplesIncome Type
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Claimable expenses

Influencers may claim tax deductions under Section 33(1) of the Income Tax Act 1967 (“ITA”) for  expenses 
wholly and exclusively incurred in generating their influencer income. These may include internet and data 
costs, filming and editing fees, content production costs and other expenses directly related to the                
influencer's income-generating activities. 

Capital Allowance
Influencers may claim capital allowances under Schedule 3 of ITA on qualifying assets used in their            
influencer activities, such as cameras, lighting equipment and other content production equipment, subject 
to the applicable conditions.

For more details, please refer to :
Source : Inland Revenue Board of Malaysia (“IRBM”), Guidelines on the Tax Treatment of Income Derived by Social  
              Media Influencers dated 14 January 2026.

This publication contains information in summary form and is therefore intended for general guidance only. No person should rely on the contents of the 
aforesaid publication without first obtaining advice from a qualified professional person. ShineWing TY TEOH is not responsible for the results of any 
actions taken on the basis of information neither in this publication, nor for any error in or omission from this publication. ShineWing TY TEOH expressly 
disclaims all and any liability and responsibility to any person, whether a reader of this publication or not, in respect of anything, and of the consequences 
of anything, done or omitted to be done by any such person in reliance, whether wholly or partially, upon the whole or any part of the contents of this 
publication.

Types of Income Subject to Tax



WHY ShineWing TY TEOH 为什么选择信永中和迪威？

Registered Auditor of Public Company
Accounting Oversight Board (PCAOB), USA

Approved Auditor of Labuan Financial
Services Authority (Labuan FSA), Malaysia

Approved Training Employers 

Independent Member Firm of Praxity

WHAT WE OFFER 我们的专业服务

     Team Leaders &
     Members Credentials

 Audit & Assurance    BPO & Business Advisory    China Desk     Digital Advisory    Family Office & Private 
Client Services    Financial & Transaction Advisory   Japan Desk   Market Entry Advisory   Migration Advisory  
 Labuan Offshore Advisory    Risk & Governance Advisory   Singapore Desk    Tax Advisory    Transfer Pricing 
Advisory    US Desk    Valuation Advisory  

 审计   商务外包与咨询   中国企业服务部   数据咨询   家族办公室及私人客户服务   企业融资与并购咨询  
 日本企业服务部   市场进入咨询   移民服务     纳闽离岸咨询   风险管理及内控咨询   新加坡企业服务部 
 税务咨询   转让定价咨询   美国企业服务部   估值咨询

W shinewingtyteoh.com

Kuala Lumpur 吉隆坡   T +603 780 55022     Johor Bahru 柔佛   T +607 595 2299      Penang 槟城     T +604 296 6730 / +604 371 3318  

Labuan 纳闽岛             T  +6087 599 328       Muar 麻坡  T +606 952 0205       Sitiawan 实兆远   T  +605 688 5112      

Ipoh 怡保                       T +605 546 3388          
  

Global Largest 
Accounting Firm

 IAB 2024

20th

Malaysia Largest 
Accounting Firm

 IAB 2024

15th

Offices across
Malaysia 
Year 2024

7
Global Revenue 

(USD’ Million)
 Year 2023

715
Offices across

21 Countries & Regions
 Year 2023

102
People including

640 Partners
 Year 2023

12000
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